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Welcome to our services and thank you for visiting.

questions about our beliefs or practices, please don’t hesitate to ask.

God has not only commanded us to worship Him, but has also told us how,
in His word. The elements of our services, as prescribed by God’s word,

are as follows:

e SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16
PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12

PRAYING: Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5

LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7
GIVING: 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7

> www.defendthegospel.com

COME WORSHIP
WITH US!

» Weekly Article: Rutherford
Reader

» 3" Sunday Singing Practice: 5 pm

» 4" Sunday Singing Night: 6 pm

» Radio program on wgns. 15

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY...9:00
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP....... 10:00
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP.......... 6:00
WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES....7:00

minute sermon every Sunday
morning from 10:45 - 11:00.

» 5" Sunday Men’s Training Class,
4:30 pm. Prayer Service, 6 pm

> Men’s Business Meeting. 1

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Sunday evenings following
services.
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If you have any

SOUTHSIDE SEARCHER

Southside church of Christ, 1167 South Lowry
Smyrna, TN 37167, Phone (615) 459-7854

“They...searched the scriptures daily...

”-Acts 17:11

Volume 9, Number 45

December 08, 2013

Rose CoOLORED GLASSES
Michael Pickford

When one is said to view something
with rose colored glasses, it means that
he views something unpleasant as
being  pleasant. The glasses
supposedly make everything look rosy
— the bad things don’t appear bad after
all. DI’'m afraid that many view the
Bible with rose colored glasses when it
comes to...

Duty. Christianity is the only true
religion, and regardless of how some
approach it, it is not a ‘“Passé” religion.
God has given to those who have not
obeyed the Gospel the duty and
responsibility to obey (Hebrews 5:8-9;
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Some view the
passages that speak of the eternal
consequences for the disobedient with
rose colored glasses. When some are
presented with opportunities to feed
the poor, visit the sick, and cloth the
naked, their rose colored glasses cause
them to think they’re still ok when they
neglect these duties (Matthew 25:31-
46; Galatians 6:10).

Devotion. When the Bible demands
full devotion to God, many, with their
rose colored glasses, think they’re
alright with their desire to be rich (1
Timothy 6:9). When their pursuit for
wealth hinders their service in the
kingdom, they don’t see themselves as

trying to serve two masters (Matthew
6:24). When the Bible insists that we
forsake not the assemblies, their rose
colored glasses gives them a false sense
of justification when they miss for
trivial reasons (Hebrews 10:25). When
they read passages that insist upon
Christians sharing the Gospel with
others their distorted view has deceived
them into thinking it’s not that big of a
deal (Acts 8:4; Mark 16:15). When the
Bible enjoins regular bible study (Acts
17:11) and habitual prayer (1
Thessalonians 5:17), they feel they are
still devoted even though they are sorely
lacking in these essential aspects of
discipleship.

Damnation. When the Bible insists
that the majority will be lost and only a
few will be saved, those with rose
colored glasses insist that God would
not condemn anyone (Matthew 7:13-
14). When the Bible speaks of hell with
descriptive terms like “Flaming fire,”
“Darkness,” “Weeping,” “Gnashing of
teeth,” and ‘“Everlasting,” their rose
colored glasses water down the
horrendous  nature of hell (2
Thessalonians 1:7-9; Mark 9:42-48;
Matthew 25:46). It is crucial that we
understand God for what He has said,
rather than what we wish He had said..~

Evangelist & Editor: Michael Pickford, 615-471-1612, mpickford3@comcast.net
www.defendthegospel.com
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Five VIEWS oF MARK 16:16 (2)

Michael Pickford

SERMON NOTES

Search the scriptures daily to see if these things are so.

STUDY

Last week we discussed the view of
the atheists who would say, “He who
believes and is baptized will not be
saved.” Now we will examine the
view that says, “He who does not
believe and is not baptized will be
saved.”

This is the view of those called
Universalists. These believe and teach
that somehow God will end up saving
everyone. They allow the love of God
to trump the just nature of God. They
reason that “If God loves everyone
then He will condemn no one.” But
The Bible presents God as a just God,
and His justice demands that those who
do not obey Him must be punished
eternally (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).

Universalists  would appeal to
passages such as 1 Timothy 4:10 which
states,...Because we trust in the living
God, who is the Savior of all men,

especially of those who believe.” This
passage simply means that God sent
His Son to die in order to offer
salvation to all men, but only those
who take advantage of this offer
(believe) will actually be saved.

Jesus made it clear that those who do
not do God’s will will not inherit His
kingdom (Matthew 7:21-23). Instead
of everyone, He made it clear that only
a few would find life (Matthew 7:13-
14). He was emphatic when speaking
of those who did not do good works,
“These will go away into everlasting
punishment” (Matthew 25:46). If
everyone will be saved anyway, the
Great commission is meaningless.

Keep in mind — when the Lord
dismisses some into hell’s eternal
flames (Matthew 7:23), it will have
been they, not He, who chose their
destiny. .~

Profiting From lIsaac

DAILY!
Acts

Introduction:

17:11

"Obey Him"

THis WEEK'S MESSAGE FOR OUTSIDE SIGN
(Thanks to anyone who can stay after services tonight
and help change the sign.)

ONE SIDE:
“IT IS GOOD TO GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD”
PsaLM 92:1

OTHER SIDE:
“IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS."
1 THs. 5:18
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DUTY LIST...

SUNDAY MORNING

» Announcements.....Michael Pickford

» Bible Reading by......Robert Johnson
Reading: Genesis 21:1-7

» Song Leader............ Kenny Todd

» Opening Prayer.......Sam Miller

» Lord’s Table:
Lead........... John Nelson
Serve........ Michael Pickford
Serve.........Lynn Buttrey

» Closing Prayer........ Tony Jenkins

SUNDAY EVENING

» Song Leader........... Tony Jenkins
» Lord’s Table............John Nelson
WEDNESDAY EVENING
» Song Leader......... Kenny Johnson
» Invitation..............Ben Green
Home Bible sg:ézsest!
Avallable Upon

GobD’s PLAN OF SALVATION

There is only one true saving plan of
Salvation outlined in Scripture. No
substitutes will do. Have you really
been saved? Get out your Bible and
study the plan below.
> Hear The Gospel: Romans
10:17
> Believe: Mark 16:16; John
8:24
> Repent of Sin: Acts 2:38; Acts
17:30
» Confess Faith: Romans 10:9,
10
> Be Baptized: Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter
3:21
> Remain Faithful: Rev. 2:10

Obey Today!




