BLESSINGS IN SUFFERING
David McPherson

Suffering is not something most
people hope for. There are however
blessings that result from it. Notice a
few:

1) Suffering keeps this world from
becoming  too  attractive.  As
"sojourners and pilgrims" (1 Peter
2:11), Christians seek a better home.
If all was pleasant with no pain,
heartache, sickness, etc., few would
want to leave this earth. But suffering
reveals the ugliness of this world. It
gets people excited about an eternal
home of bliss.

2) Suffering makes us more

appreciative. It's no surprise how
grateful one is for good health
following an illness. Go with an arm
in a cast and you'll have a greater
appreciation for it when it is healed.
Paul understood this. Suffering in
bonds gave him extreme gratefulness
for those with whom he had labored
(see Philippians 1:3-8).

3) Suffering makes us dependent
upon God. Suffering tells the self-
sufficient, "you can't do it alone."
Suffering reminds us "...in Him we
live and move and have our being"
(Acts 17:28). -

Welcome to our services and thank you for visiting.

If you have any

questions about our beliefs or practices, please don’t hesitate to ask.
God has not only commanded us to worship Him, but has also told us how,
in His word. The elements of our services, as prescribed by God’s word,

are as follows:

e SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16
PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12

PRAYING: Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5

LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7
GIVING: 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7

COME WORSHIP
WITH US!

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY...9:00
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP....... 10:00
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP.......... 6:00
WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES....7:00

EVERYONE WELCOME!
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CLEANSING A LEPER
Michael Pickford

Leprosy was around long before the
Lord walked the earth as a man, but it
was there during His time. In Mark
1:40-45(and Luke 5:12-14) we read a
beautiful story about how our Lord
cleansed a man of this dreaded, deadly
disease. Let’s consider three teaching
points from this story...

The Lord’s Compassion. The
leper came to Jesus imploring Him to
heal him. Mark tells us that Jesus was
“Moved with compassion” (Mark
1:41). Jesus was often moved with
compassion over the plight of the
people around Him. Significantly, He
was moved with compassion over the
lost condition of the crowd (Matthew
9:35-38). He told His disciples to pray
that the Lord would send laborers into
the field. God is not willing that any
perish, but desires that all come to a
knowledge of the truth and be saved (2
Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:3-4). Like
Jesus, we must harbor in our hearts a
deep compassion and concern for the
sick, the hungry, the naked, the
imprisoned, etc. Our actions or
inaction towards those less fortunate
will be a significant determinant as to
where we will spend eternity, whether
it be eternal life or eternal punishment
(Matthew 25:35-46).

The Lord’s Cleansing. Leprosy
was a highly contagious, often deadly
disease. When one suffered from it, not
only was he dying painfully, but he was
also a social outcast, one who was
required to keep his hair unkempt, cover
the lower part of his face, and scream
out “Unclean” whenever people were
near. Jesus did the unthinkable; He
reached out and touched this leper!
Hopelessness is a given with leprosy.
Many feel hopeless in their sin; But the
Lord will forgive the vilest of sinners (1
Corinthians 6:9-11). No one has been
so sinful that he cannot come to Christ.
Jesus cleansed the leper with His touch,
He will cleanse our sin with His blood
when we obey (Heb. 5:8-9; 1 Pt. 1:19;
Eph. 1.7; Revelation 1:5). Baptism is
clearly the point at which the blood of
Christ touches our sins and cleanses
them (Acts 22:16; Mark 16:16).

The Lord’s Command. Jesus
“Strictly warned” the leper to tell no one
what He had done for Him. Yet the
leper went out and told everyone (Mark
1:45). It’s ironic, Jesus cleansed the
leper from his leprosy and commanded
him to tell no one, yet he told everyone.
Jesus cleansed us from our sin and
commanded us to tell everyone, and we
often tell no one. Heed Mark 16:15! .~
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Search the scriptures daily to see if these things are so. STUDY
DAILY!
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