ARISE AND BE
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And WASHAWAYyour SINS.

- Acts 22:16

The elements of our worship, as prescribed by God’s word, are as follows:
SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16
PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12

PRAYING: Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5

COME WORSHIP
WITH US!

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY...9:00
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP....... 10:00
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP.......... 6:00
WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES....7:00

LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7
GIVING: 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7

» www.defendthegospel.com

» 1st Sunday Singing Night: 6 pm

> 5™ Sunday Night: Guest Speaker

> Men’s Business Meeting. 1%
Sunday night of each month
Following Services.

SOUTHSIOE SEARCHER

Southside church of Christ, 1167 South Lowry
Smyrna, TN 37167, Phone (615) 459-7854
“They...searched the scriptures daily...” —Acts 17:11
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IT's NoT ENOUGH
Michael Pickford

God requires many things of man. Many make the mistake that if they
get certain things right, God will allow them to enter heaven even
though they know they’re falling short on other areas. What’s more,
many have chosen to define what God desires rather than accepting
what He has said in his word. Consider the following things that are
required by God, but they do not stand alone....

e It’s Not Enough To Be Morally Good: God requires moral
goodness, but He requires more. Mtt 19:16-22; Rom 13:13-14;
Acts 10:1-2; Acts 11:14; Acts 22:16

e It’s Not Enough To Have A Clear Conscience: We must have a
clear conscience, but the conscience can be deceived. Accept
God’s word. Acts 23:1; Acts 26:10-11; Acts 24:16; Jn 16:1-3;
Pro 14:12

e It’s Not Enough To Be Zealous: God requires zeal, but we must
have the right knowledge. Rom 12:2; Jn 2:17; Titus 2:14; Mtt
7:21-23

e It’s Not Enough To Be Mighty In The Scriptures: God requires
us to know His word well, but we must also believe and obey it.
Acts 18:24-26; He 5:12-6:1; Jms 1:22

e It’s Not Enough To Profess To Be A Christian: Many claim to
be Christians, but they haven’t done what the Bible says in
order to become one. Titus 1:16; Titus 2:11-12; Gal 3:26-27

e It’s Not Enough To Be Generous: God demands that we give,
but we must give with the right attitude. Acts 5:2; 1 Cor 16:1-2;
2 Cor 9:6-7

e It’s Not Enough To Confess Sins: God requires confession, but
He also requires repentance and obedience. Mtt 27:3-4; Prov
28:13:1Jn 1:9: Acts 8:22 .~

Evangelist & Editor: Michael Pickford, 615-471-1612, mpickford3@comcast.net
www.defendthegospel.com
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GIVING
David Eldridge

Last week, our article dealt with things to give. Many times when one
speaks of giving they speak of receiving as well. So it is in the Bible.
Even as the Scriptures teach of things we are to give, they also call upon
us to receive several things. Note that we need to receive...

The Love Of The Truth: Paul spoke of those who would “perish,
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be
saved...that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2:10-12). Remember, God’s
word “is truth” (Jn. 17:17). Not loving the truth will result in the
damnation of the soul. Listen then to the wise words, “Buy the truth, and
do not sell it...” (Prov. 23:23). A love of the truth of God’s word will
motivate one to read it, study it, apply it, and live out its principles each
day. Have you received the love of the truth that you might be saved?

The Words Of Jesus: Jesus taught, “And if anyone hears My words and
does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the
world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My
words, has that which judges him — the word that | have spoken will
judge him in the last day. For | have not spoken on My own authority;
but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what | should say and
what I should speak™ (John 12:47-49). We must receive the words of
Jesus — to fail in this is to miss the salvation that He makes possible.
Jesus’ words are able to save the soul. James counseled us to “receive
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls”
(Jas. 1:21). Peter rightly said to Jesus, “You have the words of eternal
life” (Jn. 6:68). May our desire ever be to receive the words of Jesus as
they are able teach us the way of eternal life — life that will be found by
those who obey Him. Are you receiving the words of Jesus that have
been revealed to us in the New Testament?

The Remission Of Sins: Jesus said He made Paul a minister so that he
could open people’s “eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me”
(Ac. 26:18). The one who receives the love of the truth and the words of
Jesus should then be moved to receive the remission of sins that Jesus
offers. What is the truth concerning how to receive the remission of sins?
In Jesus’ gospel, we are taught that one must “Repent, and...be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Ac. 2:38). Though

this simple truth may be ridiculed by many;, it is still the truth. Thus, the
one who does not repent and is not baptized will not receive the
remission of their sins. Have you heard, believed, repented, and been
baptized to receive the remission of your sins?

The Eternal Reward: Those who receive the love of the truth, the words
of Jesus, and the remission of sins through their obedience, have hope of
receiving the eternal reward. Paul affirmed that those who sincerely obey
Jesus can know “that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:24). This is an
“inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4). Having received the initial
forgiveness of our sins as we are baptized into Christ, we must continue
in faithfulness before the Lord to receive this eternal reward in heaven.
The apostle to the Hebrews said, “For you have need of endurance, so
that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise”
(Heb. 10:36). If you are a Christian, are you enduring faithfully in the
service of the Lord? Is heaven the goal above all others that you are
reaching for each day? Do you stand to receive the eternal reward?-

DUTY LIST...
SUNDAY MORNING
» Announcements.....Michael Pickford
> Scripture Reading...Jeff Isbell
Reading: Proverbs 16:25-33
> Song Leader............ Kenny Todd
» Opening Prayer.......Sam Miller
» Lord’s Table:
Lead...........Michael Pickford
Serve........ John Nelson
Serve......... Lynn Buttrey
» Closing Prayer........ Kenny Johnson
SUNDAY EVENING
» Song Leader......... Kenny Johnson
> Lord’s Table............ Kenny Johnson
WEDNESDAY EVENING
> Song Leader......... Kenny Todd
» Invitation.................Michael Pickford

Thank You For Serving!

GobD’s PLAN OF SALVATION

There is only one true saving plan of
Salvation outlined in Scripture. No
substitutes will do. Have you really
been saved? Get out your Bible and
study the plan below.

» Hear The Gospel: Romans 10:17
> Believe: Mark 16:16; John 8:24
> Repent of Sin: Acts 2:38; 17:30
» Confess Faith: Romans 10:9, 10
> Be Baptized: Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter
3:21
» Remain Faithful: Rev. 2:10

Obey Today!

Home Bible Studies
Available Upon Requ uest!




