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Deep Thoughts 
Michael Pickford 

 

 

The title is a phrase we hear often from folks who can’t find biblical authority for 

their religious practices. If they can’t appeal to scripture, they appeal to results by 

saying, “But look at all the good it does.” 
 

   This isn’t a new argument. Eve used the same reasoning just before she ate of the 

forbidden fruit in the garden. And look at what that led to. She “saw that the tree 

was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one 

wise…” (Genesis 3:6). In other words, “Look at all the good it will do.” 

 
 

   God had granted Adam and Eve the authority to eat of all the other trees in the 

garden. But, He had not given them authority to eat of the tree in the midst of the 

garden (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:2-3). Regardless of all the good Eve thought it would 

do, she did not have authority to eat of that tree. 
 

   In the end, Eve’s action cost her and Adam their lives (along with the rest of us). 

In the end, doing things in religion without God’s authority will cost the violators 

their eternal lives (Matthew 7:21-23), even when they thought they were serving 

Him and doing good.  
 

   Oh that all in religion today would stop trying to justify unauthorized religious 

practices by exclaiming, “Look at all the good it does.” Let’s go back to the 

beginning and learn the lesson from Eve. Let’s be content with doing things God’s 

way rather than presuming that we know a better way to go about it.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHSIDE SEARCHER 
Southside church of Christ, 1167 South Lowry 

   Smyrna, TN 37167, Phone  (615) 459-7854 

“They…searched the scriptures daily…” –Acts 17:11 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The elements of our worship, as prescribed by God’s word, are as follows: 

 SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16 

 PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12 

 PRAYING:  Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5 

 LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7 

 GIVING:  1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7 

Come Worship 
With Us! 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY…9:00 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP…....10:00 
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP..........6:00 
WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES....7:00 
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Spiritual Cannibalism 

Michael Pickford 
 

We all understand what cannibalism is. And the thought of it 

disgusts us. The very thought of a human eating human flesh is 

revolting to normal-thinking people.  
 

But what about spiritual cannibalism? Paul wrote, “But if you bite 

and devour one another, beware lest you consume one another” 

(Galatians 5:15).  
 

Paul was concerned about the brethren there. He feared that the Jews 

who believed physical circumcision was necessary for salvation 

would deceive them into accepting such error. It was causing a great 

deal of contention among the brethren there. 
 

We don’t face the same problem today, but there are many ways that 

brethren can bite and devour each other. We’ve known of churches 

that split over silly things—things that had nothing to do with 

doctrine. Other local chuches stay together and worship together, but 

they’re always at one other’s throats. Gossip, slander, backbiting, 

distrust, evil surmising, and the like run rampant among them. This 

type of behavior robs them of the peace and joy that God desires 

among His people.  
 

Paul gives the antidote and the path of prevention in several different 

places. To avoid spiritual cannibalism in the local church where you 

attend, study the following passages and read them often: 
 

Galatians 5:22-23; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8; Ephesians 4:31-32; 

Colossians 3:12-15  
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- Proverbs 17:7 

Excellent     speech 

     Is not BECOMING       

   TO a  F O O L .  
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Avoid It! 

David Eldridge 
 

We have all been cautioned to avoid things. Even growing up, good 

parents teach their children that there are places, people, and things 

which they ought to avoid. To avoid something is to not go near it or not 

do it. Did you know that the Bible tells us of a number of things to 

avoid? Consider our need to avoid it! Avoid… 

The Wicked Path: The wise man said, “Do not enter the path of the 

wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil. Avoid it, do not travel on it; 

turn away from it and pass on” (Prov. 4:14-15). We must avoid walking 

on the path of wickedness and evil at all costs. Why? Because it is the 

“way that leads to destruction, and many there be who go in by it” (Matt. 

7:13). If you wish to avoid eternal destruction, you must avoid the path 

of the wicked – it will lead you to a place you do not want to go! The 

path of the wicked – Avoid It! 

Fornication: Paul wrote to the church at Corinth about the need to 

“avoid fornication” (1 Cor. 7:2 KJV). We live in an overly sexualized 

world, yet we must strive to avoid sexual sins. Paul said, “Flee 

fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that 

committeth fornication sinneth against his own body” (1 Cor. 6:18 KJV). 

No matter how accepted fornication may become, to engage in such is a 

sin against our own body and a sin against God. How do we avoid 

fornication? By marrying (1 Cor. 7:1-2), by being careful what we look 

at (Matt. 5:28-29; Job 31:1), and by fleeing the things that would tempt 

us in this way (1 Cor. 6:18). Fornication – Avoid It! 

Foolish Disputes: Notice Paul’s instruction to young evangelists in the 

Bible. To Timothy he said, “But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, 

knowing that they generate strife” (2 Tim. 2:23). To Titus he wrote, “But 

avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the 

law; for they are unprofitable and useless” (Titus 3:9). There are some 

disputes and questions that are foolish and ignorant that we need to be 

avoiding. Let us learn that not every question deserves an answer. Jesus 

knew this. When confronted with questions about the woman taken in 

adultery, He did not answer their question (Jn. 8:3-6). Notice what Paul 

said about foolish disputes and questions – they cause strife, are 

unprofitable, and useless. Foolish disputes – Avoid It! 

Divisiveness: The apostle instructed Christians, “Now I urge you, 

brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the 

doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do 

not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth 

words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 

16:17-18). Unity is highly prized by God – it is “good and precious” in 

His sight (Ps. 133). Unfortunately, you will sometimes find those who 

cause division among God’s people. Those who would do such are to be 

avoided lest they harm the unity that exists among brethren. Further, 

there is something spiritually wrong with divisive brethren. Paul told 

Titus to, “Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, 

knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-

condemned” (Titus 3:10-11). We must avoid and reject (after 

admonitions) a divisive man lest we be divided from our brethren and 

suffer the same condemnation as the one causing the division. 

Divisiveness – Avoid It! 

As the people of God, let us avoid these things that we might remain His 

faithful followers!. – 

DUTY LIST... 
SUNDAY MORNING  
 Announcements.....Michael Pickford 
 Scripture Reading…Michael Pickford 

        Reading: Proverbs 22:23-29 
 Song Leader............Kenny Todd 
 Opening Prayer…….Tim Thompson 
 Lord’s Table:   
        Lead………..Kenny Johnson 

         Serve........Lynn Buttrey 
               Serve.……..Rusty Barnes 

 Closing Prayer……..Jeff Isbell 
 SUNDAY EVENING  

 Song Leader.........Tim Thompson 
 Lord’s Table…………Tim Thompson 
WEDNESDAY EVENING 
 Song Leader………..Michael Pickford 
 Invitation…………..Kenny Johnson 
 

 
 

 

God’s Plan of Salvation 
 

There is only one true saving plan of 
Salvation outlined in Scripture.  No 
substitutes will do.  Have you really 
been saved?  Get out your Bible and 
study the plan below. 
 

 Hear The Gospel:  Romans  10:17 
 Believe:  Mark 16:16; John 8:24 
 Repent of Sin: Acts 2:38; 17:30 
 Confess Faith: Romans 10:9, 10 
 Be Baptized: Mark 16:16;   
     Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter  
     3:21 
 Remain Faithful: Rev. 2:10  
 

Obey Today! 


