DUTY LIST...
SUNDAY MORNING

» Announcements.....Michael Pickford
» Scripture Reading...Kenny Johnson

Reading: TBA

» Song Leader............ Lynn Buttrey
» Opening Prayer.......Eli Todd
» Lord’s Table:

Lead...........Michael Pickford
Serve........ Eli Todd
Serve.........

» Closing Prayer........ Kenny Todd
SUNDAY EVENING

» Song Leader......... Kenny Todd

» Opening Prayer....Kenny Johnson
» Invitation.....Michael Pickford

> Lord’s Supper......... Mike P. / Eli T.

» Closing Prayer......Eli Todd

God’s Plan of Salvation
There is only one true saving plan
of Salvation outlined in Scripture.
No substitutes will do. Have you
really been saved? Get out your
Bible and study the plan below.

> Hear the Gospel: Romans
10:17

> Believe: Mark 16:16; John
8:24

» Repent of Sin: Acts 2:38; Acts
17:30

» Confess Faith: Romans 10:9,
10

> Be Baptized: Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter
3:21

» Remain Faithful: Rev. 2:10

Obey Today!
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We would love to have you visit with us. Our meeting times are:

SUNDAYS: 9 & 10 AM & 6 PM / WEDNESDAYS: 7 PM

We have capable Bible teachers who would be delighted to study
with you at your request and convenience.

Our evangelist, Michael Pickford is the editor of this publication.

Please visit our website at www.defendthegospel.com

Bible Correspondance Courses Available At Your Request.
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“Complaining”

“The foolishness of a man twists his way, And his heart frets against the LORD.”
-Proverbs 19:3

IS IT NATURAL TO COMPLAIN? Is a complaining spirit part of the foolishness
that is bound up in the heart of a child that needs driving away with the rod of
discipline? Complaining certainly seems to be rooted deeply into the hearts of many
today. The people who are blessed the most often seem to be the worst complainers.

God freed Israel from Egyptian bondage with a strong and powerful arm through
mighty works and wonders. Yet soon thereafter Israel began complaining against
God. Their complaining spirit gnawed at God and angered Him. It displayed a lack
of trust in Him. Complaining is an insult to God. Our passage above instructs us
that it is characteristic of a foolish man to complain. Paul used Israel’s complaining
ways as an example to teach us not to “complain, as some of them also complained,
and were destroyed by the destroyer” (1 Corinthians 10:10).

A complaining disposition is fueled by a lack of gratitude. “Constant complaint is
the poorest sort of pay for all the comforts we enjoy.” —Franklin. If we are to
overcome a complaining spirit, we must learn to be a thankful people! God has
blessed us so richly—thank Him! (Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:18;
Colossians 4:2). Discontent is another source of fuel for complaints. The more we
have the more we think we need, “and you better make it quick!” Such foolishness!
“Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who
prospers in his way” (Psalm 37:7).

-Michael Pickford
Mpickford3@comcast.net


http://www.defendthegospel.com/

Christ’s Appearances

The Scriptures often speak of Christ’s appearances. Let’s take a look.

APPEARED AT THE END OF THE AGE. Writing about Christ, the Hebrew author said, “For
then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 9:26). The Revised
Version says, “at the end of the age”. It would not be possible for sin to be put away without
Christ’s appearance! “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins” (Heb. 10:4). How thankful we should be “...that he was manifested to take away our sins...”
(2 Jn. 3:5)! The death of Christ marks the end of the Mosaic age (Heb. 9:15-17).

APPEARED AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. The gospel which Paul preached included the
fact that “he [Christ] was seen” (1 Cor. 15:5-8). There are many appearances of Christ after His
resurrection. Mark 16 records: “Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he
appeared first to Mary Magdalene....After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as
they walked, and went into the country... Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as thy sat at
meat...” (vv. 9, 12, 14). The post-resurrection appearances are unshakable evidence of the fact
that Christ “...rose again the third day...” (1 Cor. 15:4). Ananias said to Saul, “...the Lord, even
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me...” (Acts 9:17). The Lord
informed Saul, “...I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear
unto thee” (Acts 26:16). The appearance of Christ to a man named Saul makes many things stand
out. It emphasizes the fact that the grace of our Lord is exceeding abundant, and that even the
chiefest of sinners can be saved (1 Tim. 1:12-15)!

APPEARED IN HEAVEN. Emphasizing how law-sacrifices were inferior to that of Christ, the
ambassador to the Hebrews made known: “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence
of God for us” (Heb. 9:24). Under the law of Moses, the high priest went into the most holy place
on the annual day of atonement (Lev. 16). This foreshadowed Christ’s appearance into heaven
for us which took place “...when he [God] raised him [Christ] from the dead, and set him at his
own right hand in the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:20). Because of this heavenly appearance-
entrance, redemption is available! “...by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12). The fact that under the law there were
many holy place appearance-entrances and Christ appeared once shows the superiority of Christ!

SHALL APPEAR THE SECOND TIME. One of the promises of the New Testament is that
Christ shall “...appear the second time...” (Heb. 9:28). Writing the Colossians Paul said, “When
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory” (Col. 3:4). Peter
talked about ““...when the chief Shepherd shall appear...” (1 Pet. 5:4). John also stated, ““... when
he shall appear...” (1 Jn. 2:28; 3:2). Notice it’s always “when he shall appear”” and never “if he
shall appear” as “the day of the Lord will come” (2 Pet. 3:10). Since “of that day and that hour
knoweth no man...” (Mk. 13:32), every man must be ready for the appearance of Christ every
day, every hour! Have you readied yourself by hearing, believing and obeying the gospel?
-John Edwards
Via: http://www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com/speaker/september_20_20.pdf

Kindness

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in
Christ forgave you.”
-Ephesians 4:32

"But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind
to the unthankful and evil.”

-Luke 6:35

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is
not puffed up;”

-1 Corinthians 13:4

“For His merciful kindness is great toward us, And the truth of the LORD
endures forever. Praise the LORD!”

-Psalm 117:2

“that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ”

-Ephesians 2:7

“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; ”

-Colossians 3:12

“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love.”

-2 Peter 1:5-7

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, ”

Galatians 5:22



