DUTY LIST...

SUNDAY MORNING

» Announcements.....Michael Pickford

» Scripture Reading...Kenny Todd
Reading: Titus 3:1-8

» Song Leader............ Eli Todd

» Opening Prayer....... Kenny Johnson

» Lord’s Table:
Lead...........Michael Pickford
Serve......... Eli Todd

» Closing Prayer........ Jeff Isbell

SUNDAY EVENING

WEDNESDAY EVENING

God’s Plan of Salvation
There is only one true saving plan of
Salvation outlined in Scripture. No
substitutes will do. Have you really
been saved? Get out your Bible and
study the plan below.
> Hear the Gospel: Romans
10:17
> Believe: Mark 16:16; John
8:24
> Repent of Sin: Acts 2:38; Acts
17:30
» Confess Faith: Romans 10:9,
10
> Be Baptized: Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter
3:21
» Remain Faithful: Rev. 2:10

Obey Today!
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We would love to have you visit with us. Our meeting times are:

SUNDAYS: 9 & 10 AM & 6 PM / WEDNESDAYS: 7 PM

We have capable Bible teachers who would be delighted to study
with you at your request and convenience.

Our evangelist, Michael Pickford is the editor of this publication.

Please visit our website at www.defendthegospel.com

Bible Correspondance Courses Available At Your Request.

SOUTHSIDE

CHURCH OF CHRIST

1167 South Lowry Street, Smyrna, TN 37167 | 615-459-7854
Southside Searcher, Volume 17, Number 40

Souths:de Searcherf

“They... scarched the smptures daz]y.., ~Acts 1 7:11 “

" October 31, 2021

Kiss It Goodbye

IF YOU CAN LAY your eyes on it, kiss it goodbye. Paul wrote the following in
view of his sufferings for Christ. “While we do not look at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary,
but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). He stood firm
because he refused to sit around saying “Woe is me” over his persecutions. He
preferred to focus on the reward that was coming his way. “Keep your eye on the
prize” was his motto.

But consider Matthew 6:22-23. These words were spoken by the Lord in the
context of making material possessions your focus. When Jesus spoke of one’s eye
being “bad,” He was saying their vision was distorted. When one’s physical eye is
bad his physical vision is distorted, causing him to see things improperly. When
one’s spiritual eye is bad his spiritual vision is distorted, causing him to view things
from the wrong perspective.

When one’s primary focus in life is to make more money and get more stuff to the
neglect of spiritual responsibilities, his spiritual vision is distorted. He has come to
the point where he places more value on temporary things than on eternal things;
so, what he views as “light” is actually “darkness” (Verse 23b). Distorted vision!
Let us not forget that everything earthly will melt on the last day (2 Peter 3:10-13).
The “bad” eye is treatable, just remember, if you can lay your eyes on it, Kiss it
goodbye!

-Michael Pickford
Mpickford3@comcast.net


http://www.defendthegospel.com/

Out On A Limb

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector who longed to see Jesus (Luke 19:1-10). When Jesus
passed by, Zacchaeus couldn’t see Him because he “was of short stature.” He ran ahead of
the crowd and climbed up into a sycamore tree so that he could see Jesus when He passed

by.

Zacchaeus literally went out on a limb to see Jesus! He also went out on a limb
metaphorically. Here was a rich man of society who humbled himself, risking criticism
from his peers, to see Jesus!

Do you refrain from religion because you are afraid your friends will criticize you, make
fun of you, or even reject you? Zacchaeus was willing to go out on a limb to see Jesus.

Folks today need to be willing to take the same risks. After all, the most important thing
isn’t whether our friends, family, or co-workers accept us. The most important and most
essential thing is for Jesus to accept us. He taught that those who are not willing to forsake
mother, father, son, or daughter are not worthy of Him (Matthew 10:37-38).

There were some Jews who believed in Jesus but would not confess Him for fear of being
put out of the synagogue (John 12:42). They weren’t willing to go out on a limb for Jesus.

Jesus accepted and honored Zacchaeus; and Zacchaeus repented and became a follower
of Jesus. You, too, must go out on a limb to see Jesus and accept His teachings.

Don’t go out on a broken limb by embracing a false religion which follows things not
taught in Christ’s doctrine; but hear the Gospel, believe in Jesus, repent of your sins, and
be baptized for the remission of your sins (Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16) so you may be saved.

So, how about it?
Do you want to see Jesus?
The Tree’s there!
Start climbing!

Go out on a limb!

-Michael Pickford
Mpickford3@comecast.net

Good Works

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
-1 Corinthians 15:58

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not
lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who
are of the household of faith. ”

-Galatians 6:9-10

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.”
-Ephesians 2:10

“looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify
for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. ”

-Titus 2:13-14
“This is a faithful saying, and these things | want you to affirm constantly, that those who
have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and
profitable to men”... “And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent
needs, that they may not be unfruitful.”

-Titus 3:8, 14
“But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart
from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word
or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

-1 John 3:17-18

“Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for
themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”
-1 Timothy 6:17-19
“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows
in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. ”

-James 1:27

“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”
-Acts 10:38
“Then | heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord from now on.”” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and
their works follow them. ”

-Revelation 14:13



