THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE You FREE
Michael Pickford

If we want to be true disciples of Jesus Christ, we must come to know His truth,
and abide in it. If we want to understand the truths recorded in the Gospel, then we
must truly devote ourselves to being His disciples.

“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. ” —John 8:31-32

Freedom is a precious thing, but no freedom is more precious than the kind Jesus
spoke of! Only His teachings can free us from the guilt and bondage of sin. When
we obey the gospel, our sins are washed away by the precious blood of Christ
(Acts 22:16; Revelation 1:5).

The truth also frees us from being servants of sin, as it instructs us in how to live
holy and righteous before God.

The truth of the Gospel also frees us from religious error. Christ has set up
preachers, teachers, and elders in the church to strengthen us in the knowledge of
Jesus so that we’re not tossed to and from by every wind of false doctrine
(Ephesians 4:11-14). ~

Welcome to our services and thank you for visiting. If you have any
questions about our beliefs or practices, please don’t hesitate to ask.

God has not only commanded us to worship Him, but has also told us how,
in His word. The elements of our services, as prescribed by God’s word,
are as follows:

e SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16
PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12
PRAYING: Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5

LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7
GIVING: 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7
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THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY
Michael Pickford

James refers to “The perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25). Let’s consider this
statement:

Sufficiency. The perfect law of liberty is the News Testament, the word of Christ,
the doctrine of Christ. It doesn’t supply us with everything God knows, but it does
give us everything we need to know about God and about how to worship and serve
Him in a way that pleases Him. It is perfect, complete, all sufficient. Peter declared
that God has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3),
and Paul emphasized that all scripture makes the man of God complete and
thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). To turn to the
councils, synods, conventions, modern day “prophets,” and creed books of men is to
deny that the law of liberty is perfect (Complete).

Statutes. A statute is a law. Many deny that the Gospel recorded in the New
Testament is a law. They contend that obedience (works) isn’t necessary for
salvation. But James called the Gospel a law. Additionally, Paul referred to it as
“The law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Paul also made it clear that the ones who
would be punished with everlasting destruction would include those who “Do not
obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). The writer of
Hebrews emphasized that Christ is the author of eternal salvation to those who
“Obey” Him (Hebrews 5:8-9). How could anyone deny that Christ’s gospel is a law
that must be obeyed?

Salvation. “Liberty” means freedom, deliverance, salvation! Many are and have
been confused about the true meaning of liberty in Christ. Liberty is not license to
sin. “Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not!”” (Romans 6:1-
2). If Christians want to finally be saved, they must work to overcome sin, but be
servants to it. We are even commanded to lay aside that “Little sin” that so easily
ensnares us (Hebrews 12:1-2). It is still true that the soul that sins shall die. The
wages of sin is death for the Christian as well as for the non-christian (Romans
6:23). As Christians, we are to conduct ourselves in holy conduct and godliness (2
Peter 3:11). It is those who serve the Lord faithfully until death who will finally
receive the crown of life — salvation (Revelation 2:10). .~
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