The Free Spread Of The Gospel
Michael Pickford

We Should Pay For It. The work of the local church is to sound forth the Gospel of
Christ. Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica, “For from you the word of the Lord
has sounded forth” (1 Ths 1:8). God commands us to lay by in store upon the first
day of the week (1 Cor 16:1-2), and He has commanded that those who preach the
Gospel should live of the Gospel (1 Cor 9:14). Preachers need to be paid, teaching
materials need to be purchased, a place needs to be provided to worship, preach and
teach, etc. These things cost money. We should be willing to support financially the
greatest work the world has ever known.

We Should Pray For It. For my entire life I have heard brethren praying for “The
free course of the Gospel.” What a prayer! Don’t ever apologize for praying for
freedom of religion in worshipping and spreading the Gospel. Don’t ever let anyone
tell you that God doesn’t require it! Paul commanded us to pray for those in
authority that we might lead a quiet and peaceable life (1 Tim 2:1-4). In addition to
this, while instructing the Ephesians (6:18-20) that they need to be praying, Paul ask
that they might pray for him, that he might be able to open his mouth boldly to
proclaim the gospel. He was in prison because of his preaching. We should follow
Paul’s instructions and pray for the free spread of the Gospel.

We Should Participate In It. Those in Acts 8 lost their freedom to spread the
Gospel(Acts 8:1-4), and yet, in the face of persecution, they went everywhere
proclaiming the word (vs 4). We have the freedom to do so, are we? We need to
participate in sharing the Gospel with those we come into contact with on a daily
basis! .~

The elements of our worship, as prescribed by God’s word, are as follows:

o SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16
PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12

PRAYING: Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5

LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7

GIVING: 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7
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There’s always some concern among Christians about their relation to the
Government. The Bible isn’t silent on this issue. Paul wrote in Romans 13:1, “Let
every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.” To this, Peter adds,
“Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake,
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