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The title is a phrase we hear often from folks who can’t find biblical authority for
their religious practices. If they can’t appeal to scripture, they appeal to results by
saying, “But look at all the good it does.”
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This isn’t a new argument. Eve used the same reasoning just before she ate of the
forbidden fruit in the garden. And look at what that led to. She “saw that the tree
was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one
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In other
words,
“Look at all the good it will do.”
God had granted Adam and Eve the authority to eat of all the other trees in the
garden. But, He had not given them authority to eat of the tree in the midst of the
garden (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:2-3). Regardless of all the good Eve thought it would
do, she did not have authority to eat of that tree.

in

You.

In the end, Eve’s action cost her and Adam their lives (along with the rest of us).
In the end, doing things in religion without God’s authority will cost the violators
their eternal lives (Matthew 7:21-23), even when they thought they were serving
Him and doing good.

- Psalm 84:12

Oh that all in religion today would stop trying to justify unauthorized religious
practices by exclaiming, “Look at all the good it does.” Let’s go back to the
beginning and learn the lesson from Eve. Let’s be content with doing things God’s
way rather than presuming that we know a better way to go about it.

The elements of our worship, as prescribed by God’s word, are as follows:
 SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16
 PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12
 PRAYING: Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5
 LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7
 GIVING: 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7

Come Worship
With Us!
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY…9:00
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP…....10:00
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP..........6:00
WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES....7:00
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“They…searched the scriptures daily…” –Acts 17:11
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What Does Baptism Do?
Michael Pickford

There is a great deal of confusion and controversy among
religious people in regard to baptism. It’s always best to let
scripture define a biblical word. So, get out your Bible and
consider what baptism does.
1. It saves: Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21
2. It washes away sins: Acts 22:16; Acts 2:38. The blood of
Christ alone cleanses our sins 1 Pt 1:18-19; Revelation 1:5.
But this occurs at baptism. Otherwise, Acts 22:16 is
meaningless.
3. It puts one in Christ where salvation is: Galatians 3:26-27; 2
Timothy 2:10; Romans 6:3.
4. It pictures Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection: Romans 6:15.
5. It crucifies the old man of sin: Romans 6:1-6.

 www.defendthegospel.com
 1st Sunday Singing Night: 6 pm
 5th Sunday Night: Guest Speaker
 Men’s Business Meeting. 1st
Sunday night of each month
Following Services.

6. It constitutes a “burial”: Colossians 3:12. Sprinkling and
pouring does not constitute biblical baptism.
7. It puts one in the body that Jesus saves: 1 Corinthians 12:13;
Ephesians 5:23.
Have you been biblically baptized? Why not now?!
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The Purpose Of Baptism
David Eldridge

Baptism is an easily understood Bible subject discussed throughout the
New Testament. It is sad to see so many who have a misunderstanding of
the purpose of this act of obedience. The only way to arrive at a
conclusion as to the purpose of baptism is to look to the Scriptures which
contain all we need in order to be pleasing in the sight of God (2
Timothy 3:16, 17).
The Purpose of Baptism is Not…
Sometimes it is helpful in understanding what something is to first note
some things it is not. The purpose of baptism is not…
To show everyone that you’ve already been saved: Many times you will
hear people refer to baptism as an outward sign of an inward feeling or
grace. Where do you find that language in the Bible? There is not one
passage of Scripture that can be found to show that salvation comes prior
to Baptism – if so, where is it? Every time you find baptism mentioned
with a gift (i.e. salvation, forgiveness, rejoicing, etc.) baptism always
precedes the gift. God knew what he was doing when through the Holy
Spirit he moved the apostles to write these things. Yes, baptism has
attached to it the symbolism of the death, burial, and resurrection of
Christ, but it is through this act that God allows us to die to sin and rise
to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:3-6).
To add one to a local congregation: Some churches teach that one is
added to the local church by their baptism. Once again, where is this
found in Scripture? We see that one is added to the church universal
upon being baptized (Acts 2:48), but baptized individuals sought to join,
not be baptized into, a local church (Acts 9:26-28). If it were the case
that one is baptized in order to join a local congregation into what
congregation was the Ethiopian baptized on the deserted road going
down to Gaza in Acts 8? One is not baptized in order to be added to a
local church.
The Purpose of Baptism is…
Having considered some things that are not the purpose of baptism, let us
now consider what the Scriptures teach the purpose of baptism is. The
purpose of baptism is…

To receive the forgiveness of your sins: The Scriptures teach over and
again that one is baptized (as act of obedience, not merit) that God may
forgive their sins. Jesus promised it (Mark 16:16), Peter preached it (Acts
2:28), and he later affirmed to be true (I Peter 3:21). We should not be
confused as to the fact that it is at the point of baptism that God, moved
by His grace and mercy, pardons us of our past wrongs.
To be added unto the Lord’s body: Another blessing that we receive
upon submitting ourselves to this command of God is being added to the
Lord’s body (Acts 2:48), and being placed into Christ (Galatians 3:26,
27). This is of vital importance for Ephesians 1:3 teaches that all the
spiritual blessings God affords us are found only in Christ Jesus. If you
want to receive the blessings of God and be a member of the Lord’s
church, you must be born again by the word and the waters of baptism
(Ephesians 5:26).
Friends, the Bible is clear on this subject – we should be too. Let us hear
God’s word, believe in Jesus, repent of our sins, and be baptized to have
those sins washed away!–
DUTY LIST...
SUNDAY MORNING
 Announcements.....Michael Pickford
 Scripture Reading…Michael Pickford

Reading: Proverbs 23:8-14
 Song Leader............Kenny Todd
 Opening Prayer…….Sam Miller
 Lord’s Table:
Lead………..John Nelson
Serve........Rusty Barnes
Serve.……..Jeff Isbell
 Closing Prayer……..Lynn Buttrey
SUNDAY EVENING
 Song Leader.........Kenny Johnson
 Lord’s Table…………Kenny Johnson
WEDNESDAY EVENING
 Song Leader………..Michael Pickford
 Invitation…………..Kenny Todd

God’s Plan of Salvation
There is only one true saving plan of
Salvation outlined in Scripture. No
substitutes will do. Have you really
been saved? Get out your Bible and
study the plan below.
 Hear The Gospel: Romans 10:17
 Believe: Mark 16:16; John 8:24
 Repent of Sin: Acts 2:38; 17:30
 Confess Faith: Romans 10:9, 10
 Be Baptized: Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter
3:21
 Remain Faithful: Rev. 2:10

Obey Today!

