LET ANOTHER wan

PRAISE YOU.

AnD NOT YOUR own
MOUTH.

- Proverbs 27:2

The elements of our worship, as prescribed by God’s word, are as follows:
e SINGING: Ephesians 5:18,19; Colossians 3:16
PREACHING/TEACHING: Acts2:42; Eph. 4:11,12

PRAYING: Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5

LORD’S SUPPER: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 20:7

GIVING: 1 Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 9:6,7

COME WORSHIP
WITH US!

> www.defendthegospel.com

» 1st Sunday Singing Night: 6 pm

> 5™ Sunday Night: Guest Speaker

> Men’s Business Meeting. 1
Sunday night of each month
Following Services.

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY...9:00
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP....... 10:00
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP.......... 6:00
WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES....7:00

SOUTHSIOE SEARCHER

Southside church of Christ, 1167 South Lowry
Smyrna, TN 37167, Phone (615) 459-7854
“They...searched the scriptures daily...” —Acts 17:11
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SuPPORT YOUR LocAaL CHURCH
Michael Pickford

We don’t have to look far in our society to find someone who
wants us to support some cause—many of them worthy. I’m sure
we use proper judgment as to how we support certain causes. But
there’s no greater cause than the Lord’s church. It is imperative
that we support our local church, for it was purchased by the
blood of Christ, and is doing the greatest work known to man
(Acts 20:28; 1 Thessalonians 1:7-8). Let me suggest some ways
we can support our local church

1. Financially: The local saints at Corinth were commanded to
lay by in store upon the first of the week when they came
together (1 Corinthians 16:1-3). It takes money to pay
preachers (2 Cor 11:8; 1 Cor. 9:1-18), and certain elders (1
Tim. 5:17-18). It takes money to provide a place to assemble,
buy/produce teaching materials, etc.

2. Attendance: It is inconsiderate of our brethren when we
intentionally absent ourselves from the gatherings of the local
church (Heb. 10:24-25). God wants us there! And our
presence gives spiritual support to the entire body.

3. Participation: There are many ways our participation
contributes to the support of our local church. Paying attention
(Acts 17:11), Singing (Eph. 5:18-19),and listening to the
prayers (1 Cor. 14:15-16) are just a few ways our participation
helps. If we have the ability to teach Bible classes, that lands
support too.

The question | must ask myself is — Am | a help or a hindrance to
the local church of which I am a member? .~

Evangelist & Editor: Michael Pickford, 615-471-1612, mpickford3@comcast.net
www.defendthegospel.com
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA: EPHESUS
David Eldridge

As we examine each of the seven churches of Asia, the first in particular
to be considered is the church at Ephesus. We read the Lord’s message to
them in Revelation 2:1-7.

A Working Church: The Lord said, “I know your works, your
labor...you have labored for My name’s sake” (Rev. 2:2-3). These
brethren had labored for the Lord. The apostle Paul had given a good
example of a proper work ethic to the church at Ephesus while he was
with them (cf. Acts 20:35). We should take note that, just as the Lord
knew the work of the church at Ephesus, He knows the work of this
church. He knows what we are doing and may be failing to do in His
service. We must work the works we are created to do (Eph. 2:10), and
thereby edify the church (Eph. 4:16). Let us ever see the need to be a
working church!

An Enduring Church: The Lord found the Ephesians as those who
“have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s
sake and have not become weary” (Rev. 2:3). The church at Ephesus had
endured much persecution. We note some of the early persecution this
church endured in Acts 19. In all these things they had endured patiently.
We will face persecution today, knowing that “all who desire to live
godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). When
persecution comes, like the Ephesians we must also endure knowing that
the Lord promised, “To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7). We
need to be an enduring church!

A Testing Church: Jesus said the Ephesians had “tested those who say
they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars” (Rev. 2:2). The
Ephesians were confronted with those who claimed to be apostles when
they were not. They tested them, found them to be false, and rejected
them. They also hated “the deeds of the Nicolaitans” which the Lord
said, “I also hate” (Rev. 2:6). There are many who would teach, claim,
and practice false things today. Like the Ephesians, we must “not believe
every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many
false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 Jn. 4:1). We must test the
doctrine of those claiming to teach the things of God to see if it is in
accordance with God’s word. If not, we cannot bear them nor their
doctrine (Gal. 1:6-9). We must be a testing church!

A Love-Lacking Church: The Lord only had one thing against the
church at Ephesus: “that you have abandoned the love you had at first”
(Rev. 2:4). It is possible for one’s love to “grow cold” (Matt. 24:12).
That was Ephesus’ problem; they had lost the state of love that they once
had. Thus, the Lord implores that they would “Remember therefore from
where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come
to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place — unless you
repent” (Rev. 2:5). We are commanded to put the Lord before ourselves,
our family, and our possessions (cf. Lk. 9:23, 14:26, 27, 33). He is to
come first in everything (Matt. 6:33). Many churches seem to suffer from
a lack of love for the Lord — they are apathetic about the things of the
Lord and lack fervor and enthusiasm in His service. Do you love the
Lord even more than when you first obeyed His will? If not, you need to
repent! Let us examine ourselves individually and congregationally to
ensure that we have a love for the Lord that is ever growing and never
decreasing!

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”
(Rev. 2:7).—

DUTY LIST...

SUNDAY MORNING

» Announcements.....Michael Pickford

» Scripture ReadingXMichael Pickford
Reading: Proverbs 23:22-28
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There is only one true saving plan of
Salvation outlined in Scripture. No
substitutes will do. Have you really

» Song Leader............ Michael Pickford | been saved? Get out your Bible and
> Opening PrayerX XKénny T9dd study the plan below.
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» Hear The Gospel: Romans 10:17
> Believe: Mark 16:16; John 8:24
> Repent of Sin: Acts 2:38; 17:30
» Confess Faith: Romans 10:9, 10
> Be Baptized: Mark 16:16;

Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter

LeadX X XKén@y Johnson
Serve........ Jeff Isbell
Serve® X Ru$t@Barnes
» Closing PrayerX X Shréb Miller
SUNDAY EVENING
» Song Leader......... Lynn Buttrey
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WEDNESDAY EVENING » Remain Faithful: Rev. 2:10
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